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is the stronghold of eastern Sphakia, as Omalos of
western, he encamped to negotiate and try a last
effort at conciliationo The next day one of the
captains of the section bordering on Askyphd came
to me for advice as to accepting Mustapha's pro-
positions,, I told him I could not advise him to fight
or make peace, but I translated Mr. Seward's dis-
patch, and assured him that when the ship arrived
I would send it at once to the relief of the families.
On his return, resistance was decided on, and all the
men of the vicinity gathered to attack the Turks.
The pass of Askyphd could have been easily blocked,
and the army compelled to surrender, being scantily
provisioned, but some spy in the Cretan councils
warned the pasha, and he broke up his camp at
midnight and crowned the heights at the head of
the ravine, so that his army was able to pass, though
with terrible losses*

It was the most disastrous campaign of the
whole war, for the troops were slaughtered almost
without resistance, killed by rolling down boulders on
them- Bewildered in the intricacies of the defiles,
without guides or provisions, and in small parties,
they were dispatched, for days after. The army
which had set out 17,850 strong, Egyptian and
Turkish regulars, according to Dickson's official
information, beside several thousand irregulars, was
reported by Mustapha, after its return and reor-
ganization, as amounting to 6000 mena We saw
them as they defiled past Suda coming in, and the
commander of one of the Italian ships took thehout resistance. In this great plain, whichnessed the insurrection
